
 

 

Pastor’s  Letter 
September 8, 2024—23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
When John Paul II was elected pope his first words to the church from the balcony overlooking St. Peter’s square were, 
“Be not afraid.” In giving these words of encouragement, Pope St. John Paul was expressing the same Spirit-filled       
optimism and confidence in the power of the gospel that led Pope St. John XXIII to convene the second Vatican Council 
which mobilized the church for greater engagement with the modern world. What was that optimism and confidence 
founded on? 
 
That question is an important one for us today. The church is under assault from many different sides. Partly, it’s our 
own fault. We are ashamed of the scandals that have come to light and the failure of some of our leaders to deal      
with them appropriately. Partly it’s because society has drifted away, or rather been tempted away, from biblical faith 
and values. The church struggles against a rising tide of spiritual, moral, intellectual, and social decay. It’s a pretty    
bleak picture. 
 
But into this broken world God continues to speak the same word that he spoke to his people through the prophet 
Isaiah, “Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save 
you.” Things were looking bad for Israel too when Isaiah first spoke these words. Like us, they knew what it was like to 
be surrounded by enemies on all sides. And they also knew that they had not perfectly lived up to their calling as the 
people of God. But still God came to them with power and saved them from their enemies and renewed his covenant 
with them. 
 
Through them God sent the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, who healed the sick, cast out demons and spoke truth to 
the powerful and mercy and peace to the sorrowful. Jesus continues to heal and to speak today, scattering the         
darkness with the light of his goodness, beauty, and truth. There are signs of it everywhere if you make the effort to 
look. John XXIII and John Paul II saw it. I see it in you! So many of you have given witness to the light of Christ in your 
faithfulness, generosity, and compassion for people in need. These signs of the Holy Spirit are just what is needed to 
overcome the doubt and self-absorption so common today. May the world see our love and say of us, as they said of 
Jesus, that we have done all things well. 
 
Blessings, 
Fr. Scott 

Fried Chicken  
Catechist Celebration 

St. Edward’s will be having a celebration for our Catechists who are reaching milestones in their years of service this 
year after 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, September 15! The St. Edward Men’s and Women’s groups will be cooking the 
main meal of fried chicken and delicious sides! Salads and desserts will be provided by our PSR families! All are welcome!! 
Please RSVP on the sign up in the church vestibule or by contacting Emily at 217-257-3536 by September 8.  


