Pastors Letler

August 18, 2024—20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Just as the living Father sent me and | have life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will have life
because of me.” (John 6:57)

Dear Church Family,

Some would have us believe that the only way to survive in this world is to follow the law of the jungle; kill or be killed,
eat or be eaten. If | am going to live, something else has to die. This is the wisdom of the world after its fall from grace.
And this attitude has wormed its way into our understanding of how human interactions work. We often feel that if
someone else wins, | lose. Hyper-competitiveness makes us see everything as a zero-sum game. We can’t celebrate
others success because it might make us look or feel inferior. We can’t enjoy real and healthy competition because of
the pressure to win.

Jesus offers us a different way. The resurrected life of Jesus is not diminished by his sharing it with us. In fact, it is
enhanced and multiplied the more he shares it. In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus says that the life that is in him
has come directly from the Father who is the source of life. By our participation in Christ by partaking of his body and
blood in the Eucharist that same life flows into us.

Those who crucified Jesus thought that by doing so they were bringing to an end this new kind of life that challenged
their power. But the life that filled Christ cannot be extinguished. The resurrection proved that. Not only is Christ alive
eternally, but when we are in communion with him so are we. The Wisdom of God and God’s law of life and love has
overcome the “wisdom” of the world and the law of the jungle.

Blessings,
Fr. Scott

“Journey of Faith” Starting This Fall
If you or someone you know would like to learn more about the Catholic faith, we have just the thing for you. Journey
of Faith is a class that meets from September to May at St. Brigid Church Hall on Monday nights at 7 p.m. Curios about
Catholicism? Do you have loved ones who are Catholic and want to understand where they are coming from? Are you
Catholic and want to know your faith better? Thinking about becoming Catholic? Journey of Faith is for you. This class
is the place for you to bring your questions about the teachings, practices, and history of the Catholic church. Interested?
Call St. Brigid Church office at 217-645-3444 or email Fr. Scott at pastor@stsbej.org"




