Pastors (etler

August 10, 2025—19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,
The idea of stewardship is very important for the Christian life. What is stewardship?

It begins with the understanding that everything good that we have comes from God. There is nothing good in the
world that does not come from him. Our lives, our talents and abilities, the material blessings we enjoy, the people
that we hold dear, the truth, goodness, and beauty that surround us all have their origin in God.

The second point about stewardship is that everything has a point. There is a purpose to all this goodness that we
receive from God. The universe is not just a random, chance occurrence. It means something. It's going somewhere. It
has a direction and destiny. This is important because a life without direction is a life of despair. If we don’t think that
there is a purpose for our being here, then we have no hope or reason to look forward to the future.

God has shown us though that we do have a reason for hope. God created us and everything that is so that he could
love it and we could love him forever. We know this because he has revealed himself to us and made his mind and
heart known to us in the life and teaching of his Son, Jesus Christ. Growing to be more and more like our Lord in
holiness and love for God and neighbor is the way that we fulfill our destiny and gain the blessing of eternal life for
which we were made.

When Jesus returned to the right hand of the Father he passed on his message and ministry of love to us to share with
the world. Being good stewards means taking this mission seriously and using all the gifts that God has given to us to
carry it out. We support the work of the church, Christ’s body, using the time, talent, and treasure that God has given
us to invite others into the circle of God’s love and to help those who are hurting or in need. That is what it means to
be a good steward.

We fail as stewards when we take God’s gifts for granted and use them selfishly or when we lose our focus on the
purpose and meaning of our lives as messengers of the good news of life in Christ. The distractions of life’s everyday
problems and pleasures can make us forget our goal. Jesus warns us about this in our Gospel reading for today. We
must always be mindful that someday we will have to give an account for the way we used or misused the time and
gifts we have been given. When that time comes, may our Lord recognize us as good and faithful stewards.

Blessings,
Fr. Scott
Project Rachel
Help for women and men to heal from the pain of
Victims Assistance & abortion. For assistance call 1-877-RACHEL-5.
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Child Abuse Reporting
To report Child Sexual Abuse by Church Personnel or to
inquire about the Safe Environment Program in the Diocese Bulletin Deadline

of Springfield in lllinois, please call 217-321-1155. All information must be submitted by noon on Tuesday.

Submit to: church@stsbej.org




