Pastors (etler

August 17, 2025—20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

In our Gospel reading for today Jesus says that he has come to set the earth on fire and that because of him families
will be divided. What’s going on here? Isn’t Jesus supposed to be the Prince of Peace and the gentle Lamb of God? Yes,
he is the Prince of Peace, but real peace is not what we sometimes think it is. And the Lamb of God came as an offering
to destroy the power of sin that is the cause of all the evil and brokenness in the world.

We often think of peace as just getting along, not rocking the boat, avoiding difficult subjects of conversation where
we might disagree. But real peace goes deeper than that. Real peace doesn’t just come from keeping things calm on
the surface of our relationships or smoothing things over. Peace comes from working out the issues and problems that
divide us and healing old wounds and sore spots. When we work on that, sometimes things get hot and it can be
painful, but it’s necessary for real healing and true peace. Healing our relationship with God requires us to recognize
the truth about ourselves that we don’t always live up to our calling to love and serve God in holiness or treat other
people the way we would like to be treated. Healing our relationships with each other means being humble enough to
admit that we might be wrong sometimes. Living together in society means that we have to learn to listen to those we
disagree with in a respectful way.

All of this is hard to do, but Jesus has come to help us. The fire that he has come to light on the earth is the fire of
God'’s love. If we love someone, we want the best for them and we do not allow them to be led astray by lies and
follow dangerous paths. If we are motivated by that love and inspired by the Spirit of love that is the Spirit of Christ, he
will give us the words to say in those difficult situations that show that we have their best interests at heart. And the
Spirit will also guide our own decision-making so that our actions can be a sign to others of what a healthy life in
relationship with God looks like.

When Christ came, he lit a spark that continues to burn in the heart of every believer, purifying us so that we can be
lights in the world. May that flame continue to spread, bringing the warmth of God’s love to every human heart.

Blessings,
Fr. Scott
Project Rachel
Help for women and men to heal from the pain of abortion.
Vi.ctims Assistance.& i For assistance call 1-877-RACHI?L—5.
Child Abuse Reporting
To report Child Sexual Abuse by Church Personnel or to
inquire about the Safe Environment Program in the
Bulletin Deadline

Diocese of Springfield in lllinois, please call 217-321-1155.
All information must be submitted by noon on Tuesday.

Submit to: church@stsbej.org




