Pastors Letler

December 29, 2024—The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

Dear Church Family,

Today as we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, our
readings from Sacred Scripture remind us of an old-fashioned value that has fallen out
of favor: duty. There are people in our lives to whom we owe a certain amount of
respect and honor just by virtue of the kind of relationship we have with them. Our
first reading from the book of Sirach talks about the esteem in which children should
hold their parents. This duty to parents exists simply because of who they are, not
because of any power they may hold over us to punish or reward but simply because
of the fact of our relationship to them as the ones who brought us into the world. Our
Gospel reading tells us how Jesus, the Son of God, was obedient to his mother, Mary,
and his foster father, Joseph.

This recognition of our duty to those with whom we share bonds of kinship, the ties that bind our families together,
has been steadily eroding. We live in an age that encourages us to put our own desires above just about any other
claim that may be made on us. Thankfully, there are still lots of examples of those who put others ahead of
themselves; children caring for parents weakened by old age, members of the armed forces who sacrifice their own
freedoms and place themselves in harm’s way to defend our country, doctors, nurses, teachers and more who give
themselves in service to others. These models of selfless service inspire us and encourage us with the hope that the
ideal of duty is not dead. But we also know that more and more we are being tempted by marketing tactics that tell us
we should indulge ourselves and not allow obligations to others to stand between us and what we want.

The message of the gospel stands against that temptation to selfishness and egotism. The obligations we have to our
families is something that would be recognized in most cultures, but Christianity goes beyond that basic norm. Our
Lord calls us to see every human being as a brother or sister, mother or father, not just those with whom we share ties
of blood. All of us have one heavenly Father who created us in his image and likeness. And so, St. Paul in his letter to
the Colossians tells us to, “Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another;
as the Lord has forgiven you.” As Christians, we recognize that every human life is sacred and precious to God. And if
they are precious to God, that makes them precious to us. We have a duty to God to do what we can to encourage the
full flourishing of all our fellow human beings. That means showing respect, sharing the gift of our faith, which is true
fullness of life, and sharing the good things of this world with those in need.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

Bulletin Deadline

All information must be submitted by noon on Tuesday.
Submit to: church@stsbej.org

Thanks, Advertisers

Please be sure to patronize the businesses that advertise in
our Parish Bulletin. When you’re considering purchasing

Holiday Office Hours products or services, be sure to look first at our ads in the
New Year's Eve—8 a.m.—Noon Bulletin. We thank them for providing our weekly Bulletin.

New Year’s Day—Closed




