
 

 

Pastor’s  Letter 
December 8, 2024—2nd Sunday of Advent 

Dear Church Family, 
 
People often ask me, “How can I make a good confession?  What should I do to get ready to go to confession?”  I       
usually tell them that they should pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to them the things they might be doing that   
are creating obstacles between them and God.  Sinful actions and attitudes like greed, lust, pride, envy, and hatred   
can block the flow of God’s life and love into our hearts, either partially or completely.  Those actions and attitudes 
need to cleared away so that the grace of God can fill us and strengthen us and we can perceive the guidance and                          
encouragement of the Holy Spirit. 
 

This is what the ministry of John the Baptist was all about.  This Sunday John is identified with a prophecy from           
Isaiah, “A voice of one crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.  Every Valley 
shall be filled and every mountain and hill be made low.’”  John’s message of repentance was proclaimed so that we 
could do our part to be reconciled to God by recognizing our sin, turning away from it, and turning toward him for   
help and healing. 
 

Forgiveness of sin is possible because God has made the first move.  In our first reading for today we hear, “For God 
has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges be filled to level 
ground, that Israel may advance secure in the glory of God.”  For us to be reconciled to him, God first had to destroy 
the power of sin, death, and the devil.  This he has done by sending his Son into the world.  Jesus lived and died and 
rose to set us free so that we could choose to live in the light of God’s love. 
 

This Advent may we celebrate the freedom won for us by Christ by renewing our commitment to make straight the 
path between our hearts and his so that we can live by his law of love. 
 

Blessings, 
Fr. Scott 
 

As we prepare ourselves to receive Christ when he comes and celebrate his nativity with our whole hearts, There will 
be an extra opportunity to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation.  Fr. Scott and Fr. Bob Barko will be available to 
hear confessions on Tuesday, December 10 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Church. As a reminder, our regular 
confession times are Saturdays from 3:45 to 4:15 p.m. at St. Brigid’s, 7:15 to 7:45 a.m. on Tuesdays at St. Edward’s, 
and 7:15 to 7:45 a.m. on Wednesdays at St. Joseph’s. 

December 9— 
Immaculate Conception Mass 

 
When the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception falls on 
an Advent Sunday it is transferred to the Monday. 
 
8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Joseph        
6:30 p.m. Mass @ St. Brigid 


