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April 27, 2025—2nd Sunday of Easter

Dear Church Family,

What does it mean to be a believer? Is it enough just to say, “l agree with what Jesus said.” or even, “I think that Jesus
really was the Son of God?” Believing in the biblical, Christian sense is more than that. Christian faith is not just about
believing something about God, it’s also believing in God. Believing something about God is just a mind game.
Believing in God means trusting him with our whole lives. It means giving ourselves over to his care and protection. It
means going where he sends us, following where he leads us, even if it looks risky or we can’t see how things might
turn out. In our first lesson for today from the Acts of the Apostles we read, “Many signs and wonders were done
among the people at the hands of the apostles. They were all together in Solomon’s portico. None of the others dared
to join them, but the people esteemed them.” These others were not yet mature disciples, ready to put themselves on
the line with the Apostles. But there were many who saw the works of God done by the Twelve and answered his
called to discipleship.

Faith is not easy. It’s getting harder and harder for Christians to “blend in” with the crowd because faith is not just a
private opinion or a personal hobby. Christ’s call to discipleship forces us to stand up to evil in this world and stand out
from the crowd by our radical love for God and neighbor. That can get you into trouble. Just ask John exiled to the
island of Patmos, or Thomas, who after his encounter with the risen Lord took the gospel all the way to India and died
there for it. The faith has come down to us because throughout history there have been those who looked at Jesus,
resurrected from the dead, and what he did and said and found in him not just interesting ideas, but an opportunity to
resurrect their own lives, to rise above their own weakness, and live at a higher level.

With the death of our Holy Father, Pope Francis, the church enters a period of transition, of a certain amount of
uncertainty. The faith that we have received teaches us, however that God continues to guide us and will give us
another shepherd who will continue the work of bringing the good news to the world. May God give us the courage to
entrust ourselves to him, to follow him, to believe.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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Divine Mercy | Trailer

Renowned speaker and author Fr. Michael Gaitley tells the dramatic history
of God's love and mercy as interwoven through the transformative
message of St. Faustina, the miraculous appearance of Mary at Fatima, the
witness of Maximilian Kolbe, and the world-changing papacy of Pope St.
John Paul II.

A 'y
\: W Ly

[N THE SECOND GREATEST STORY E

Qur parish has a Formed subscription. Visit formed org/slgnup and select our parish.
Scan the QR code to download the Formed app to your phone




