Pastors Letler

September 14, 2025—The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Dear Church Family,

There is a dark satisfaction that comes with seeing evil doers punished. We like to see people pay the price for
their sins. That’s not how God sees things though. He feels the loss of someone he loves.

In the movie, “The Unforgiven,” starring Clint Eastwood, there is a scene where he and his partners have just
killed a bunch of bad guys who have done some horrible things. One of his partners, who looks as if he might be
feeling bad about what they have done, says, “They had it coming.” Eastwood replies, “We all have it coming,
kid.” All of us have fallen short. None of us is without sin. Even so, our readings for today remind us that God, in
his mercy has not given up on us.

In our first reading, God punishes the Israelites for their constant rebellion against him by sending poisonous
snakes among them, but when the people repent and ask forgiveness God shows mercy to Israel by giving them a
remedy to the bites of the snakes. He orders them to set up a bronze snake on a pole and if anyone is bitten they
can look at the snake and be healed. Paul in our second reading reminds us how Jesus himself was hung high on
the cross for our salvation. And our Gospel reading reminds us that, far from hating sinners, God loves us so
much that he sent his Son into the world so that, through faith in him, we might be healed of our sins and have
eternal life.

As much as we might like to gloat over someone getting their comeuppance, the joy of heaven is found, not when
those who sin are destroyed, but when they repent and turn back to God. We share the joy of the Father when
we forgive as he has forgiven us. We shouldn’t forget that we all have it coming, but instead of giving us what we
deserve, God, through Christ lifted up on the cross, gives us what we need, forgiveness, even in those times when
we can’t forgive ourselves. And so on this Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross we celebrate the mercy of
God and raise it up for all the world to see.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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