Pastors (etler

January 19, 2025—2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

One of the misconceptions about Christianity is that it wants to take all the fun out of life. Nothing could be further
from the truth. In fact the opposite is true. We experience our deepest joy only when we are in right relationship with
God through Jesus Christ. In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus changes water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana.
Everywhere in sacred Scripture we find evidence that Jesus loves a good party. One of the charges leveled against him
by his enemies was that he was, “a glutton and a drunkard.” (Luke 7:34) Much of his ministry took place in the context
of meals and one of his favorite images for the kingdom of God is a wedding banquet.

When Jesus turns the water into wine, he is showing us how God can take mundane, ordinary stuff and turn it into
something special. Wherever the Spirit of God goes, he brings life and energy. Whatever and whoever he touches is
made new. That includes you and me. When the Holy Spirit comes to the party, he brings gifts. St. Paul lists some of
those gifts in our second reading from his first letter to the Corinthians; wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, and
miracles, and more. All of them make our lives more full and help us to spread the joy of knowing God and
participating in the great celebration that is the kingdom of God.

Every good thing is a gift from God and we should take pleasure in them, using them in moderation and with

grateful hearts. While pleasure in this life is not our goal as Christians, it is a signh of God’s goodness and love and a
foretaste of the infinitely greater joy to be found in the presence of God in the life to come. Jesus was no sourpuss and
if we are going to attract others to the faith, we shouldn’t be either. May our lives reflect the joy of the Lord which is
our strength.

Blessings,
Fr. Scott
. ., Coordinator of
Religious Education Needed Thank You
We are in search of a new Coordinator of Religious Thank you to all who helped make our Mission a success.

Education for St. Brigid and St. Joseph parishes. Duties
include managing all aspects of our Parish School of
Religion and sacramental preparations. This is a part
time paid position. For more information contact

Fr. Scott at 217-645-3444 or ssnider0528 @gmail.com 2024 Contribution Statements
It is time for us to send out your annual contribution
Bulletin Deadline statement for your tax purposes. If you have received

them in the past, we will be sending them to you in
January. If you have not requested in the past, please
let the offices know you would like one.

All information must be submitted by noon on Tuesday.
Submit to: church@stsbej.org




