
 

 

Pastor’s  Letter 
February 23, 2025—7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
One of the most sensible things in Scripture is the Golden Rule, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” This 
little nugget of truth seems like the perfect guiding principle for justice and fairness in our dealings with other people. 
Its application seems pretty simple; in any given situation just ask yourself, “How would I want to be treated?” and 
then treat the other person that way. It’s just common sense. But when it comes to showing mercy and forgiveness, 
we all know that it’s not as easy as it sounds. 
 
We all know how hard it is to love our enemies and do good to those who hate us, as Jesus commands in our Gospel 
reading for today. But we also know that we ourselves need to be forgiven and God has tied our forgiveness to our 
willingness to forgive others. Instead of creating vicious cycles of blaming and revenge, we need to cultivate virtuous 
cycles of forgiveness and charity. We need to learn to be merciful, as our heavenly Father is merciful. 
 
Forgiving as we have been forgiven not only opens up the possibility of a new start for the one we forgive, it also frees 
us from the burden of anger and resentment that closes us off from the flow of God’s grace into our lives. If we put 
bitterness out into the world, it comes back to us and makes our own lives bitter. 
 
Jesus said, “Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. Forgive and 
you will be forgiven. Give, and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and          
overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For the measure with which you measure will in return be measured out to 
you.” May God help us who have received so many of his blessings express our gratitude by passing on the gift of      
forgiveness that we have received. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Fr. Scott 

Journey of Faith 
Fr. Scott will once again be offering the Journey of Faith 
class on Mondays at 7 p.m. in the parish hall at St. Brigid’s.  
This class is for anyone who would like to learn more about 
the teachings of the Catholic Church.  If you are thinking 
about becoming Catholic, or know someone who is, this is 
the way to do it.  If you have been Catholic all your life, but 
want to know more about the faith, this class is for you.  
Have questions?  Great!  Come find some answers.  Classes 
will begin on Monday, March 24 and run through the end 
of May.  Sign up sheets are in the back of church so that 
we can have enough materials for everyone.  


