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August 24, 2025—21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

In our Gospel lesson for today we read about someone knocking on God’s door asking to be let in. Two weeks ago we
heard a similar story, but with a very different conclusion. That story was a teaching about prayer. If you go to your
friend when you are in need, even in the middle of the night, your friend will help you if you keep asking persistently.
Likewise, God will answer our prayers if we keep asking.

Our reading for today is a story about the final judgment. One day, the door to the kingdom of heaven will be closed
and locked and many will be knocking and asking for entrance, but the Lord will refuse to open to them saying, “I do
not know where you are from.”

Why the different reaction from God? The difference is that in the first parable, it’s a friend that is doing the knocking
and seeking help. There is a relationship already established that allows the one in need to come with confidence to
God in prayer. In the second parable, there is no such relationship with God. The ones left outside say, “We met at a
dinner party once and we heard you talking in the street when you passed through our town,” but that’s not a real
friendship.

Jesus tells us that we must strive to enter the kingdom of God “through the narrow gate.” That gate is friendship with
God through faith in Jesus Christ. If we want to enjoy the blessings of God now and in the life to come, we have to do
more than just tip our hats to God every once in awhile by going to Mass occasionally or tossing up a prayer when we
think of it or doing a good deed every now and then. Friendship with God requires the same kind of attention as any
other important relationship in our lives. We spend time with him in prayer and worship. We receive the gifts of grace
he gives in the sacraments and we offer him the gift of ourselves in love and service. If we live in the presence of God
now, we can have hope for the future and for eternity. God always opens the door for his friends.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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Fr. Scott will once again be offering the Journey of
Faith class on Mondays at 7pm in the parish hall at St.
Brigid’s. This class is for anyone who would like to
learn more about the teachings of the Catholic
Church. If you are thinking about becoming Catholic,
or know someone who is, this is the way to do it. If
you have been Catholic all your life, but want to know
more about the faith, this class is for you. Have ques-
tions? Great! Come find some answers. Classes will
begin on Monday, September 8 and run through the

end of May 4.

September 5, 6 & 7, 2025
Liberty Park, Liberty, IL
Chicken Dinner - Saturday - Serving begins at 5:00 p.m.

Aduils- $11.00 at the door » Advanced tickels- $10.00 « Children (under 12)- $6.00
Advanced Tickets May Be Purchased From Any Lion Momber

Fall Festival Parade

St Brigid Parishioners - The Parade Float Committee
would appreciate cash donations for the purchase of
candy to be thrown from the float. A marked contain-
er is in the vestibule for your contributions. Thank
you! The parade is on September 6th.




