Pastors (etler

May 18, 2025—5th Sunday of Easter

Dear Church Family,

In our readings for today we see how important it is for us to be part of the gathered people of God, the church. We
see Paul and Barnabas at the end of their first missionary journey retracing their steps and revisiting all the places they
had visited earlier to encourage those who had come to believe in our Lord through their preaching and to establish
leaders in each community. They are called elders, in Greek, presbyteroi, from which we get our English word, priests.
Then they go back to Antioch in Syria to report to the church that had sent them out about everything that God had
accomplished through them on their trip. It was in this body of Christians that the Holy Spirit had spoken and acted to
carry out the call of Christ to go and make disciples of all nations.

In our second reading John has a vision of the new Jerusalem coming down from God. This is an image of the church,
the new people of God, brought together as one family to experience the blessing of God’s presence with and in us as
we live in love for one another, which is the new commandment that Jesus has given to us. “This is how all will know
that you are my disciples,” Jesus says, “if you have love for one another.” Jesus is made visible in the world by the
bonds of love that hold his people together.

Some people think that religion is just a private thing and that they don’t need anything but a personal relationship
with God in order to live and grow in the faith. While that relationship is essential, it is not enough. From the very
beginning of his public life Jesus brought people together and formed them as a community of love. Jesus intended to
form the church from the very beginning. Without the structures inspired and fortified by the Holy Spirit, the faith
would have died out.

Our parishes are part of a world-wide web of faith that is the body of Christ. It is his mind and his heart that guide us.
It is his Spirit that strengthens us and gives us joy. If we separate ourselves from his body, we lose these gifts. We are

much more likely to deceive ourselves into thinking that our own desires represent the will of God.

May God help us to stay close to each other in the church. When we live together in love, we live in Christ, and he
lives in us.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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