
 

 

Pastor’s  Letter 
December 22, 2024—4th Sunday of Advent 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
The story of salvation history makes it abundantly clear that God’s 
preferred way of working in the world is through small and hidden 
things. In our Gospel reading for today, the angel Gabriel comes to 
an unknown young woman in an insignificant place called Nazareth 
to initiate God’s incredible plan for the salvation of the world. And 
this week we celebrate the birth of the Messiah in another little 
town called Bethlehem. This little village is an unlikely place to be 
the location of the fulfillment of “the hopes and fears of all the 
years,” as it says in one of my favorite Christmas carols. But this in-
significant place is exactly where the Son of God has entered into his 
creation. 
 
But when we remember the mission of our Lord, the choosing of a 
birthplace on the margins of society is not surprising, because Jesus 
is also the Son of Man, come to redeem all humankind, including 
and especially the humble of the earth, the poor, the broken, and 
the marginalized. He came to us, not as one above the Mass of hu-
manity, but as one of us. His plainness was an obstacle for some. 
They looked for someone more imposing, more glamorous, not 
someone who worked with his hands and sweated for a living like 
he did. But at the heart of the apparent ordinariness of Jesus, divini-
ty was revealed. The divine Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us, full of grace and truth. The world has been changed by what 
happened in the little towns of Nazareth and Bethlehem. 
 
The Word is still alive and active among us today. And it still comes 
in small and hidden ways in small and out-of-the-way places. Unher-
alded acts of love and prayers in private are expressions of the 
Word alive in Christian hearts and they continue to change the 
world. Many times, these changes are not immediately visible to the 
eye, but over time the supernatural effect of acts of faith make 
themselves seen and felt in powerful ways. When we are tempted 
to think that our small efforts to sow mustard seeds of peace, hope, 
and love will never amount to much, let’s remember that some peo-
ple thought the same of Jesus and his first disciples. And when we 
feel like we are being pushed to the edges of society, let’s remem-
ber that that’s where it all started, in little, insignificant, out-of-the-
way Nazareth and Bethlehem. May Christ be re-born in us today. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Fr. Scott 

Holiday Office Hours 
Christmas Eve 24th : 8 am—Noon 
Christmas Day 25th & 26th: Closed 
New Year’s Eve—8 am—Noon 
New Year’s Day—Closed 


