Pustor's Leller

March 22, 2026 - 5th Sunday of Lent

Dear Church Family,

In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus goes to see the family of his friend Lazarus who has just died. When
Lazarus’ sisters meet Jesus, they both say the same thing to him, “Lord, if you had been here my brother would
not have died.” This statement shows both faith and questioning, and probably some anger as well. The sisters
believe that the power of God is with Jesus, but they are disturbed that Jesus didn’t use his power to heal their
brother. Why didn’t he help them? The other mourners there ask the same thing, “Could not the one who
opened the eyes of the blind man have done something so that this man would not have died?”

The answer, of course, is yes, Jesus could have healed Lazarus of his illness as he had so many others, but his
friend’s death became the means for Jesus to reveal the glory of God in an even greater way than healing his
iliness would have been. By the raising of Lazarus, Jesus showed that he is the Lord of life, having power over
death itself. Lazarus coming out of the tomb was a sign to all of us that death was about to be overthrown by
Christ’s own death and resurrection and that through faith in him, we can participate in his victory.

We all experience times when God doesn’t seem to answer our prayers. Perhaps we have also prayed for loved
ones who haven’t gotten better or have been disappointed in other ways. In those times we can learn from the
sisters of Lazarus. Firstly, don’t be afraid to express your disappointment to God. Go ahead, ask your questions.
Express your grief and pain. Share with God honestly and openly. Don’t feel like you have to hold your honest
feelings back. God wants you to share your burdens and questions with him. Secondly, remember that even
though you may have questions, that doesn’t mean you don’t have faith at the same time. Martha was able to
say both, “Where were you, Lord?” and “I believe.” at the same time. That’s what real faith looks like; not having
all the answers, but being committed to seeking them in conversation with God.

Finally, when things don’t go the way we hoped they would, wait and see if God doesn’t answer your prayer in a
different and even better way. Sometimes God’s answer to our prayers is “Not yet.” And sometimes it’s “I have
something better in mind for you.” Keep your heart and mind open to God’s plan for you. He doesn’t just want to
fix your old life; he wants to give you a brand new one.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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