Pastors Letler

February 2, 2025—The Presentation of the Lord

Dear Church Family,

We just took down the Christmas decorations and now the stores are filled with hearts and flowers for Valentine’s
Day. Cards and gifts are nice ways to show love for someone, but they’re not the only ways. We also show love by
affirming the ones we love and making positive statements about them. Sometimes, however, it’s necessary, if we
really love someone, to say difficult things to them; pointing out dangerous behavior or bad decisions that could take
them down a destructive path. The ones who love us most don’t let us hurt ourselves, even if it means speaking
uncomfortable truths. Good parents know about this kind of love, love expressed as discipline, love that sometimes
says no.

In our first reading, God says that he is sending someone to purify his people so that they can participate in the life of
his holy kingdom. He uses the image of metal being refined and melted down in fire so that the impurities can be
removed. It’s not an easy thing to go through, for God or for us, but only those who have left sin behind can enter the
presence of God, so he disciplines us.

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. We remember how Mary and Joseph presented Jesus in
the temple in Jerusalem so that he could be dedicated to the Lord and made one of God’s chosen people. His life and
message will be a challenge to all who see and hear him. He will call them, as he calls all of us, to greater dedication to
God, to deeper love and service, and to a more complete rejection our attachment to sin and selfishness. He comes to
purify us from all those things in us that are not of God. His sinless life is a sign to us of what we can be when we allow
the fire of God’s love to melt us down and reshape us according to his plan for us. May God give us the courage to pass
through that fire so that we might shine with the brilliance of that love and reflect his image to the world.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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Coordinator of Religious Education %

Needed
We are in search of a new Coordinator of Religious Food Panlry Donations
Education for St. Brigid and St. Joseph parishes. Duties Collection of nonperishable items are being donated to
include managing all aspects of our Parish School of Quincy Catholic Charities and Liberty Food Pantry. You
Religion and sacramental preparations. This is a part may drop your items in the church vestibule. ltems will
time paid position. For more information contact be taken every month.

Fr. Scott at 217-645-3444 or ssnider0528 @gmail.com Thank You for your generosity!




