
 

 

Pastor’s  Letter 
November 16, 2025—33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Church Family, 
 
In our first reading for today we get a description of the two options that await every human being at the end of this 
life, heaven or hell. “Lo, the day is coming, blazing like an oven, when all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble, 
and the day that is coming will set them on fire, leaving them neither root nor branch, says the LORD of hosts. But for 
you who fear my name, there will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays.” 
 
It's important for us to remember when we think about hell that it is not what God wants for us. He made us to live 
with him forever in the fullest possible joy. Hell is the place prepared for the devil and his fallen angels (Matt. 25:41), 
not for human beings. It’s also important for us to remember that it is not God who condemns people to hell, we send 
ourselves there. 
 
God made us with the freedom to choose how we live and he has shown us the way that leads to the eternal life that 
he wants for us. By keeping his commandments and loving God with all our hearts and our neighbors as ourselves,      
we choose life in heaven. When we consciously choose to disobey the commandments, when we sin, we are choosing 
to separate ourselves from God and when we do that we are separating ourselves from the source of everything that   
is good. 
 
That breaks God’s heart, and as long as we are separated from him God will be inviting us to turn back to him, to             
repent, and receive forgiveness and healing. The choice is ours. Ultimately, if we choose to follow the way of sin, God 
will not force us to change. If we tell God by our actions that we don’t want to live with him forever, he will not force 
us to go to heaven and he will allow us to be separated from him forever. That is what hell is. 
 
At every moment God’s love and blessings are raining down on this world. Everything good comes from him. His     
blessings are so abundant and pervasive that we take them for granted and don’t even notice them anymore. In hell, 
the absence of God is complete. All those graces, great and small, that we take for granted will be gone. They will just 
be a memory. And that memory of what we once had and might have enjoyed forever will torment us for the rest of 
eternity. Hell is described as a fiery place, but it’s not literal flames that will torture us, it will be the flames of remorse. 
Hell is also described as a place of darkness. This is because God is the light of the life to come. Without God, there is 
no light. 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, embrace God’s desire for you. Accept his invitation to live with him forever where nothing 
can come between us and his goodness. The choice is yours. Let God lead you into the joy, light, and peace of heaven. 

Today is Commitment Sunday!  
Every parish household is asked to bring 
their completed Commitment Card to 
Mass. We are striving to become the 
Stewardship Parish that God intends us to 
be—intentionally committed to prayer, 

parish ministry and the sharing of our financial gifts. Each 
parishioner has a unique and vital part to play and is            
needed in this mission. What is your part this year? Put it 
in writing and turn in your Commitment Card today.           
Thank you! 

Big news! The 50/50 pot is up to $1585 

this week! That’s $792.50 for the winner! 
What could you do with almost $800 right 
before Christmas?  There’s still time to buy 

a ticket.  You can contact any camper, Jeanne Cramsey 
(217-653-3962), or purchase one after mass at                     
St. Joseph on Sunday, November 16.   

Drawing is at St. Joseph Donut Day, December 7.  


