Pastors Letler

February 9, 2025—5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

| always struggled with math in school. Once we got beyond arithmetic it was tough going for me. But | thought |
wanted to be a veterinarian so | took all the math and science classes that | could in high school, but it was never easy.
The best | ever did in a math class was tenth grade geometry. | think | got a B.

The reason | did better in geometry was because | had an excellent teacher, Mr. Thigpen. What made him a good math
teacher was the fact that he himself had struggled with math and he knew how it felt and how to explain it to
someone who is not naturally gifted in math. He was one of the best teachers, in any subject, | ever had.

That kind of empathy with others can help us be more effective in sharing the good news of God’s love and
forgiveness. Our Scripture readings for today remind us that remembering our own struggles with sin and separation
from God can make us better missionary disciples. In our first reading, the prophet Isaiah has a vision of God in the
temple and he is afraid for his life because he knows that he is not worthy to be in God’s presence. But he is purified
when a seraph touches a coal from the fire on the altar to his lips. Having received this saving gift of purification from
God, he is able to enthusiastically step up when God calls for someone to go and speak his words to the people.
Because God has purified us by the sacrificial life, death, and resurrection of Our Lord Jesus we too can go out and
invite others to receive the same gift of forgiveness that we have received, confident that the Holy Spirit goes with us.

We have this confidence, not because we are so great and good, but because God is. In our second reading St. Paul
recounts how God brought him from being an enemy of Christ’s church to being an apostle. He says, “But by the grace
of God | am what | am, and his grace to me has not been ineffective. Indeed, | have toiled harder than all of them; not
I, however, but the grace of God that is with me.” And St. Peter in our Gospel reading, after experiencing a miraculously
huge catch of fish is embarrassed to be in the presence of Jesus, says, “Depart from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man.”
but our Lord says to him, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”

Many saints started out as notorious sinners. They knew what it was like to be failures at holiness. They knew that it
was only by God’s mercy and grace that they had the hope of heaven. That’s what made them effective and
compassionate messengers of the gospel. They had been in the shoes of sinners themselves. Our own struggles with
the moral and spiritual life can make us better at helping those who face the same challenges. Being a good evangelizer
starts with being able to identify with the realities of people’s lives and helping them come to know that God loves
them no matter what and that God can help them become more than they thought they could be and have richer lives
than they thought they could have. May God help us to embrace this truth in our own lives so that we can share this
great gift with others.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

Coordinator of Religious Education Needed
We are in search of a new Coordinator of Religious Education for St. Brigid and St. Joseph parishes. Duties include
managing all aspects of our Parish School of Religion and sacramental preparations. This is a part time paid position.
For more information contact Fr. Scott at 217-645-3444 or ssnider0528 @gmail.com




