
 

 

Pastor’s  Letter 
December 1, 2024—1st Sunday of Advent 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
There are two main themes of the season of Advent, which begins today.  The first is the theme of preparing ourselves 
for the return of Christ at the end of time, the Day of the Lord.  God’s promise to reconcile and renew all of Creation 
will finally be accomplished.  The second theme of Advent is to prepare ourselves to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord.  
We remember with awe and wonder how the eternally begotten Son, the second person of the Holy Trinity took on 
human flesh and became a helpless, vulnerable little child so that the whole world might be redeemed by his sacrificial 
life, death, and resurrection. 
 
The birth of Christ in Bethlehem was the beginning of the end of the world as we know it.  We don’t know when the 
final day will come, but it is coming, and the question is will we be ready?  Jesus tells us to “Be watchful!  Be alert!”  
We prepare ourselves for that day by carrying out the mission of telling the world about Christ and living out his love in 
the world.  It was the love of God that brought Jesus from heaven and it is the love of God living in us, active in our 
love for him and for each other that will bring us to heaven. 
 
As we look around us today, there is so much uncertainty and fear.  We worry about environmental concerns, political 
and social upheaval, economic problems and more.  These are real causes for concern and if we are truly living the 
love of God, we need to work together to address them for the good of all humankind and in witness to the goodness 
of God. But the Christian believer is not overwhelmed by fear because our hope is not in the world as it is, but in the 
world as it will be when Christ comes again, and the promises of God are fulfilled.  The very things that tempt others to 
give in to despair are just reminders to the Christian of the impermanence of the current way of the world.  We        
persevere in doing good and pursuing what is right in anticipation of our Lord’s return.  We stand tall and look up in 
hope because we know a better day and a better way are coming.  “What I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” 
 
Blessings, 
 
Fr. Scott 

Bulletin Deadline 
All information must be submitted by noon on Tuesday. 

Submit to:    church@stsbej.org Coordinator of Religious  
Education Needed  

We are in search of a new Coordinator of Religious      
Education for St. Brigid and St. Joseph parishes.  Duties 
include managing all aspects of our Parish School of    
Religion and sacramental preparations.  This is a part 
time paid position.  For more information contact          
Fr. Scott at 217-645-3444 or ssnider0528@gmail.com 

Stewardship Packet 
Don’t forget to fill out your Stewardship sheets and mail to 
the office or drop in the collection plate. We are looking 
for a good turn out. Even if you are not involved in any 
activities, we still want to hear form you.  

December 9—Immaculate Conception Mass 
When the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception falls on an Advent Sunday it is transferred to the Monday. 
8:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Joseph        
6:30 p.m. Mass @ St. Brigid 


