Pastors Letler

December 15, 2024—3rd Sunday of Advent

Dear Church Family,

When the people were wondering if John the Baptist might be the Messiah that they were waiting for, it’s interesting
to see that he compared the way he was baptizing people with the way that our Lord would baptize people when he
came. John’s baptism is a baptism of repentance. That baptism was intended to show sorrow for sin and a firm intention
to turn away from doing evil. This is a necessary first step, but it’s not the whole story. The best part is coming.

The baptism into Christ lifts us out of sorrow and into joy, the deepest and truest joy any human can experience, the
filling up of one’s life with the presence and power of God. As John says, Jesus baptizes us with the Holy Spirit and
with fire. We are immersed in God and receive from him, as St. Paul says, peace that surpasses all understanding.
Paul exhorts the people to be filled with joy and gratitude. When we think of all the suffering and persecution that
Paul faced in carrying out his mission to share the gospel, his joyful tone is amazing. It reminds us that our joy comes
from a place that is deeper than our circumstances. Even when we are facing tough times, the gift of the Holy Spirit
and the fire of his power strengthen us to get through them.

Today the church celebrates Gaudete Sunday, Rejoice Sunday, and we remember that the whole point of our faith is to
experience the good news of great joy that is for all people, the good news that Christ is coming to put an end to evil.
It may not always look that way and we may not always feel like jumping up and down, but however things look and
however we feel, the goodness of God has been poured into the hearts of his people. May that fact fill us with peace,
hope, and joy.

Blessings,
Fr. Scott
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