Pastors (etler

November 24, 2024—0Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Dear Church Family,

Today the church celebrates the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. In our first reading from the
book of the prophet Daniel we have an image of what this title means for the big picture. “When he reached the An-
cient One and was presented before him, the one like a Son of man received dominion, glory, and kingship; all peoples,
nations, and languages serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not be taken away, his kingship
shall not be destroyed.” Jesus has proven his lordship by conquering even death itself and one day all creation will
acknowledge him.

But acknowledging his authority is not enough to enable one to participate in the joy and peace of his kingdom. Re-
member, even the demons knew who he was. Bare facts by themselves will not save us. How then can we share eter-
nal life with Christ? By claiming him as not only THE king of the universe, but as MY king and savior.

We get a picture of what that looks like in our Gospel reading where the governor, Pontius Pilate,

is questioning Jesus. “Pilate said to Jesus, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, "Do you say this on your own
or have others told you about me?" Pilate says in response, “l am not a Jew, am |.” By saying that he shows that he is
outside of the family of believers. He has not invested any of himself in whether or not Jesus really is a king. He is after
the “truth”, but it is not a truth that impacts him personally. He is above it all. Just the facts, please. That approach to
Jesus has no power to save. He is just trying to figure out if Jesus is a threat to the authority of the Roman government,
not if he might be someone who could help him find the answers to his questions about the meaning of his life.

Today, as we proclaim that Jesus is Lord and King of the Universe, what are we saying? Are we only repeating words
that we have heard about Jesus? Have those words really sunken into our hearts? Do they have an impact on the way
we live our lives? Are they a true expression of faith and trust in Christ? Is he my hope and salvation? To experience
fullness of life in Jesus Christ | must claim him, not only as THE Lord, but MY Lord; the ruler, not just of the universe in
general, but of my life.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

Thanksgiving Collection
This year’s Thanksgiving collection will be sent to
Quincy Catholic Charities.

Coordinator of Religious Education
Needed L
We are in search of a new Coordinator of Religious Edu-
cation for St. Brigid and St. Joseph parishes. Duties in-
clude managing all aspects of our Parish School of Reli-
gion and sacramental preparations. This is a part time
paid position. For more information contact Fr. Scott at
217-645-3444 or ssnider0528 @gmail.com




