Pastors Letler

November 17, 2024—33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

I’m always moved at this time of year when | walk into our churches and see the tables filled with pictures of our loved
ones who have passed into their eternal reward. We remember them with love. We miss them, but our faith gives us
hope that one day we can be reunited with them in Christ.

That is the hope that fills all our readings for today. As the church year draws to a close, we are reminded in scripture
that it is in the darkest of times that God rises up to save his people and in what appears to be our worst defeat, God is
able to bring victory.

As the days grow shorter and the nights longer, the church enters a new season at the top of its year, Advent, in which
believers not only prepare our hearts to celebrate the Nativity of Christ, but also renew our hope in his final victory
over sin, death, and evil when he comes again in glory at the end of time. This is the hope that brings Christians
through times of suffering. And this is the hope that gives us courage when we lose someone we love, because we
believe that we shall all, the living and the dead, stand together before the throne of God and the redeemed shall live
in peace forever.

As Jesus tells us at the end of the Gospel reading, we don’t know when that will happen, but until it does, we have the
opportunity now, by living as disciples of Jesus in faith and love, to prepare ourselves for that life of peace and to
experience a foretaste of it here on earth. May God help us to use the time we have in this life wisely, for our eternal
good and that of the whole world.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

Welcome to Burt Shackelton
St. Joseph's parish welcomes Burt Shackelton as our
new liturgical musician. Thank you, Burt, for sharing
your talents with us.

Thanksgiving Collection
This year’s Thanksgiving collection will be sent to
Quincy Catholic Charities.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Mission Week January 12-14

More details to come.




