Pustor s Leller

March 8, 2026 — 3rd Sunday of Lent

Dear Church Family,

In our readings for today we see how God has used water as a sign of the way he sustains our lives and how Jesus
uses the image of water to describe how God can pour himself into us to give us a new and richer kind of life. When
we are tempted to think that all hope has dried up and blown away, God refreshes our spirits and revives our faith.

In our first reading, the Israelites are wandering in the wilderness and run out of water. They begin to complain that
God has brought them into the desert just to kill them. But God miraculously provides water from a rock. God
shows them that as they follow him, even into places and situations that appear to be dead ends, they can count on
him to help them in ways that they never expected. We too, as we follow the path of discipleship, can expect that
when the going gets tough and we can’t see a way forward on our own, God will be there to make a way. This is
how our faith is strengthened, by being tested in the desert.

The sign of water is also central to our Gospel reading. Jesus encounters a Samaritan women at a well and asks for a
drink. In the course of their conversation, Jesus reveals that he has come to pour himself out as living water to heal,
refresh and nourish the souls of those who, like this woman, have experienced broken relationships and rejection
and now feel far from God. He promises that he will live in us and springs of new life will well up in us and spill out
of us to quench, not only our own thirst for the peace and joy that comes from God, but that of others as well. The
story ends with the woman sharing the good news that she has received with her neighbors. Her whole village
comes to faith in Christ through her testimony.

Life cannot exist without water. And the life of the human spirit cannot be sustained unless we drink from the well
of the Holy Spirit, the source of our existence. As we continue our own journey of purification through the desert of
Lent, may our faith be watered by the Spirit of Christ so that we can become oases of hope for a thirsty world.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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