Pastors Letler

November 3, 2024—31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

Some people think that love is just a feeling that comes over us, something we just “fall into,” not something to which
we need to give much thought or effort. But Jesus reminds us in our Gospel reading for today that real love is not as
simple or as easy as that. In responding to a question about which is the first of all the commandments, Jesus responds
with a quote from the book of Deuteronomy in the Old Testament, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is
Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength.” That sounds like quite a workout to me!

Anyone who has been married for more than twenty minutes knows that maintaining a loving relationship takes real
effort. The investment of time and energy to foster good communication, work through conflict, negotiate differences,
and give and receive forgiveness is substantial. It is also the most rewarding thing that human beings do. We are social
animals (even us introverts!) and we are made for communion with God and with our fellow human beings. We
experience communion with God when we obey his revealed will and receive the grace of the sacraments which he
has established as the channels by which his power and love flow into us. This communion with God connects us to the
source of our being and grounds us in love. Connection with God feeds our souls and strengthens us so that we can
love others more fully. That’s why Jesus’ answer to the question of which is the most important commandment
doesn’t end with loving God with everything we’ve got, but also includes loving our neighbors as ourselves. The two
are linked together. We are created by God, who is love, so that we can be extensions of his love in the world. Loving
my neighbor as myself means that | recognize our common origin in God, that we all have the same needs, rights, and
responsibilities, and if one of us is hurting or in need, we all suffer.

Building communion doesn’t just happen. It takes intentional effort and attention on our part. May God help us to stay
close to him in prayer, study, and an active sacramental life so that we can show our love for him in acts of love and
service to our neighbors.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

Dear Parishioners,

After several months of prayer, | have decided to take a position at Unity Middle School that will start in Mid-
November. | will be staying on staff for St. Brigid and St. Joseph for the remainder of the year to help keep things
running/train the new person who takes the CRE position for these two parishes. | will remain the CRE for St. Edward’s
PSR Program as a volunteer as a part of my stewardship commitment to my home parish.

| wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of you for welcoming me into your parishes, your constant support, and
most importantly, allowing me to help educate your children! | have enjoyed getting to know all of you, and feel so
blessed to have had this opportunity to grow in my own faith right alongside all of you!

Thank you,

Emily Wellman




