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October 20, 2024—29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

In our Gospel reading for today the disciples James and John make a bold request of Jesus, asking to be allowed to sit
at his right and left in glory. Jesus warns them that getting to heaven has a price and it does not come cheap. He asks
them if they can drink the cup that he will drink and be baptized with the baptism with which he will be baptized. Do
you remember another time that Jesus talks about a cup? It’s in the garden of Gethsemane, when Jesus asks the Fa-
ther to take this cup, the cup of his suffering and death on the cross, away from him. But Jesus accepts the cup in obe-
dience to the will of the Father. James and John must also be ready to give themselves over to the will of God, even to
the point of death, if they want to experience the life of heaven.

Jesus constantly reminds his disciples that to experience real and eternal life we have to give our lives in service to God
and our fellow human beings. Greatness is found in those who serve and the greatest joy comes to those who give joy
to others. When we accept the call to discipleship we recognize that our lives are no longer about us. It is no longer us
who lives but Christ Jesus who lives in us. But in forgetting ourselves we find our truest, best and highest selves. Our
lives are the most full and rich when we give ourselves to something bigger than our own interests and there is noth-
ing bigger or better that we can give ourselves to than sharing the good news that God is at work in the world and
spreading his love around in acts of loving service. The cost of discipleship is great, but the reward is infinitely greater
both now and in the life to come. May God give us the courage to give our lives away for the sake of the kingdom of
God so that he can pour his life into us.

Blessings,
Fr. Scott
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In this episode the two greatest commandments taught by Jesus are

GREAT discussed and reveal the importance of Love for God and Neighbor.
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