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May 4, 2025—3rd Sunday of Easter

Dear Church Family,

The temple authorities thought they had gotten rid of Jesus and his radical teaching. They thought they had
buried him in the past, literally. But they learned that the past cannot be buried. Christ rose from the dead
and empowered his disciples to carry on his mission of spreading the good news of reconciliation with God.
In our first reading from Acts, the courageous proclamation of the Apostles will not allow the chief priests
and scribes to cover up the crimes they have committed or stifle the powerful work of salvation that God
has accomplished in the resurrection of our Lord.

The past cannot be buried, but it can be healed. In our Gospel reading, we see Jesus bring Peter back to his
position of leadership among the disciples. Three times Peter denied that he knew Jesus. Now Jesus gives
him another chance. He asks Peter three times, “Do you Love Me?’ and Peter recommits himself to the Lord.
Peter seeks forgiveness and his past is healed.

Friends, each of us has a past that needs to be healed. We may try to deny it, to hide it, or to bury it, but it
always comes back to haunt us. Our one hope for peace is to open ourselves up and bring our buried guilt to
Jesus so that he can take it away and replace it with gratitude for his mercy and hope for the future. Sunlight
is the best disinfectant. Let the light of the Son cleanse your heart and set you free.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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Lectio: Salvation | Trailer

At every Sunday Mass, Catholics confess that Jesus came down from
heaven “for us men and for our salvation." But what does "salvation’ mean?
In this remarkable 10-part video series, Scripture scholar and theologian
Michael Patrick Barber provides a thorough, deeply Catholic, and deeply
biblical, answer.
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