Pustor s Leller

July 12, 2026 - 15" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

As Christians, we believe that as we, along with everything else in the universe, move through time we are moving
towards a definite goal. We are not just drifting along randomly without purpose. And we believe that goal is God.
Our readings from holy Scripture today remind us of God’s purposeful action in the world to bring about his plan for
all things to be brought into communion with him.

In our first reading from Isaiah, we hear that God’s word will not fail to accomplish his will. In our second reading
from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, Paul puts into words the longing for fulfillment and completion that pushes us
forward in our search for meaning, truth, goodness, and beauty. And our Gospel reading, the Parable of the Sower,
shows us how Jesus came to plant the seed of the kingdom of God which will bring a harvest of faith when he
returns. All of them show us that the world is moving toward an endpoint, a destination, a final harvest.

This sense of purposefulness is something that we feel in our bones. Our minds and hearts rebel against the idea
that there is no meaning to life. We know that we are not just bags of chemicals thrown together by chance that are
destined to fall apart again and be scattered to the four winds. We were made for a reason and that reason is bigger
and stronger that death.

That reason is love. God, the source of everything that is, made a space outside of himself so that there would be
room for him to create something to love. He made us free so that we could love. Then he entered that space to
invite us to love him back. He went out of himself in love and his love is drawing everything back to him and in the
end, those who choose to return his love will be one with him.

| think the great need of our age is the need for meaning. So many people have no answer to the question of why
they exist. If creation has no purpose, which is what many are saying these days, then why should | keep trying to do
good or make things better for others, or even for myself? | really believe that this is what is behind much of the rise
in suicide today.

The truth is, your life does have meaning. You were loved by God even before you came into being. You continue to
exist because you are wrapped in God’s love. Your time here on earth is your opportunity to accept God’s invitation
to love and participate in the building of God’s kingdom of love. And by the grace of God through faith in Jesus
Christ, when the journey of this life is over, love will be your new life and your new home.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

Cursillo Weekends Are Powerful!

Women's Cursillo #386 will be held July 16 - 19 at the Quincy University Retreat Center. On a Cursillo you will be
guided by a priest, deacon and trained laity, in a prayerful and sacramental environment, to evaluate yourself, your
relationship with God, to discern how God is calling you to influence your family, your work environment, your
neighborhood and the world. There are registration forms in the back of church, for more information please
contact Connie Bealor 217-440-6886.




