
 

 

PasņĪr’s  LeŎer 
November 10, 2024—32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Our Gospel reading for today is about a widow who made a generous contribuƟon in the temple in Jerusalem. But this 
reading is not about money. “Her whole livelihood,” that’s what the widow gave to God. That’s what is important. 
That’s what got her noƟced by Jesus. 
 
But most of the people there at the temple that day would not have been impressed by what they saw, if they noƟced 
her at all. A woman puƫng a single Ɵny coin in the collecƟon plate. Others who were there drew a lot more aƩenƟon 
to themselves by conspicuously puƫng large amounts of money in the coffers, adverƟsing their wealth and im‐
portance. They may have wowed the other temple-goers, but what caught Jesus’ eye was not the glint of gold coins, 
but the radiance of a heart burning with love for God and filled with trust in his providence. That is the most valuable 
offering anyone can make. 
 
SomeƟmes we might be tempted to think that we don’t have much to offer. Our giŌs may seem small in the eyes of 
the world and maybe even in our own eyes, but when we give the best we can give with all the love we can give, God 
receives it with joy, just as any parent welcomes the liƩle heart-felt giŌs of their child. This is the wisdom of St. Therese 
of Lisieux and is at the heart of her LiƩle Way of spirituality. If we are incapable of doing great things, we can sƟll do 
small things with great love. 
 
Jesus sees the heart and the intenƟon behind the giŌ and adds to them his own love and strength and that’s when mir‐
acles happen. Our first reading is the story of another widow who is facing starvaƟon during famine but sƟll generously 
shares what she has with the prophet Elijah. God blesses the liƩle bit that she has and makes it enough to meet her 
needs. God works with what we are willing to share with him and makes it more and uses it to accomplish his purpos‐
es. The more we entrust ourselves to God’s care, the more he is able to use us and our giŌs to bring love, peace, and 
hope into the world. Let’s place our whole lives into his hands. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Fr. ScoƩ 
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