Pastors (etler

August 31, 2025—22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

A great theologian of the 20th century was once asked what was the best explanation of the Gospel that he had ever
heard. He replied, “Jesus loves me, this | know. For the Bible tells me so.” | am reminded of this story when | read in
our first lesson from Sirach, “The mind of a sage appreciates proverbs, and an attentive ear is the joy of the wise.” Sim-
plicity of heart and a humble, teachable spirit are essential to growing in holiness and love.

So often we make things too complicated. We get lost in the weeds of deep intellectual questions that may be kind of
interesting but are not the most important thing. We can get hung up on fine points of ethics but fail to show compas-
sion and kindness to the person in front of us.

We can also ruin our relationships by overcomplicating them with social politics. In our Gospel reading for today, Jesus
notices people at a dinner party jockeying for social status and warns them against playing that game. He teaches
them how to be a good guest and how to be a good host. Using someone’s hospitality to score social points is an abuse
of that hospitality. Take the lowest place and allow your friend who invited you to honor you. Don’t grab at honor for
yourself. When you throw a party, don’t do it just to impress people in expectation of getting something back. Invite
people who could really use a nice meal and some kind company.

The blessing of receiving and giving hospitality is only a blessing if we keep it at the simple level of love without any
other selfish motive. It’s not easy to keep selfishness out of our interactions with others. We do things so that they will
be impressed with us or like us or do something for us in return. | suppose it’s almost unavoidable, but God calls us to
love with no strings attached, with the same simple uncomplicated, unadulterated love that he has for the world.
When God sent his Son into the world to win our salvation through the giving of his own life, he didn’t do it to get
something out of it for himself. There is nothing that God needs from us. There is nothing that we can do to repay him.
God'’s gift of eternal life is just that, a pure and simple gift given solely for our benefit because that’s who God is; total,
self-giving love.

May God’s gift of love teach us how to love and transform us into the image of God’s love on earth so that we can
know the joy of giving and receiving hospitality that is pure and simple.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

Journey of Faith—OCIA

St Bng'd Fr. Scott will once again be offering the Journey of Faith class on
' DON"T Mondays at 7pm in the parish hall at St. Brigid’s. This class is for
. SOCIAL anyone who would like to learn more about the teachings of the
= 5 S Catholic Church. If you are thinking about becoming Catholic, or
Please join us after Mass know someone who is, this is the way to do it. If you have been
, Catholic all your life, but want to know more about the faith, this
; Sondag, sept 7 class is for you. Have questions? Great! Come find some an-

swers. Classes will begin on Monday, September 8 and run
\ through May 4.




