Pastors (etler

January 5, 2025—Epiphany of the Lord

Dear Church Family,

Today is the Epiphany of the Lord. We celebrate the making known of God’s salvation outside the boundaries of the
people of Israel. This expansion of the kingdom of God was foretold by the prophets and is symbolized by the coming
of the Magi from the east to pay homage to the infant Jesus. When God made his covenant with Abraham, he told him
that the whole world would be blessed through him, and the prophet Isaiah said that all peoples would be drawn to
God; “Nations shall walk by your light and kings by your shining radiance.”

This breaking out of the love of God beyond the limits of ethnicity or nationality is a reminder to us that God is always
calling us to go beyond the borders of the familiar and into new territory with the message of his love in Jesus Christ.
Living the Christian life means always finding new ways to make Christ known in the world and reaching out to new
people with the life-changing good news that God wants to fill them with peace, hope, and joy and give new meaning
and purpose in their lives.

God is also continually showing himself in new ways, even to those who have followed him their whole lives. Some-
times this happens as a result of our bringing new people into the circle of God’s love. We see God in a new, fresh way
through their eyes, just like taking a friend to a favorite place and having them point out something new that you nev-
er noticed before. Bringing new people into our community of faith refreshes and invigorates the whole church. Some-
times we see God in a new way when we allow him to heal old wounds and restore broken relationships. And God
shows himself anew when we open ourselves up to growing in prayer and in study of the faith. We will never know
everything there is to know about God or reach the point where we cannot go deeper in prayer. There is always more
to God.

The amazing truth of Epiphany is that God wants to be known by us. He has revealed himself to us in Jesus and he in-
vites us into a relationship of love and trust. The wise men in their search for the King of kings traveled far to find him.
May all who seek the true, the good, and the beautiful follow his star.

Blessings,
Fr. Scott
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