Pastors (etler

August 4, 2024—18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

Have you ever noticed how the more stuff we have, the more stuff we think we need? When someone is just starting

out, maybe with a small income, they might think, “If | just made a little more money | could afford that used car. Then
I’d be happy.” They start doing a little better and then it’s. “If | just made a little more | could afford that new car. Then
| would be happy.” Before long they’re not satisfied with that and it’s, “I need that boat or RV or bigger house or (fill in
the blank) to make me happy.” Our list of things we just have to have is always expanding. Why is that? Why can’t the
material things we have satisfy us? Because we were not made just for this material world. We were made for heaven.

In our Gospel reading for today Jesus chastises the people who come to him looking for a sign after having experienced
his miraculous multiplication of the loaves and fishes. He has fed 5,000 people with just five loaves and a few fish. But
now they are hungry again and they want another miraculous meal. Jesus tells them that they are missing the whole
point. The multiplication of the physical bread is just a sign of something much more important. The bread of life has
come down from heaven to fill their souls and satisfy them in a way that no earthly thing could.

You and | are not just flesh and blood. God has given us immortal souls meant for eternity with him. Material things
can’t feed our souls and so we always want something more. St. Augustine once said that our hearts are restless until
they rest in God. Our restless search for material pleasure, power, and profit is a symptom of a deeper, more
fundamental need; the need for reconciliation and communion with God that brings eternal life. No material thing is
ever going to be enough. Only faith in Christ can fully meet that need. Do you want to be happy? Work for the bread
which comes down from heaven, Jesus Christ, who gives life to the world.

Blessings,
Fr. Scott

“Journey of Faith” Starting This Fall
If you or someone you know would like to learn more about the Catholic faith, we have just the thing for you. Journey
of Faith is a class that meets from September to May at St. Brigid Church Hall on Monday nights at 7 p.m. Curious
about Catholicism? Do you have loved ones who are Catholic and want to understand where they are coming from?
Are you Catholic and want to know your faith better? Thinking about becoming Catholic? Journey of Faith is for you.
This class is the place for you to bring your questions about the teachings, practices, and history of the Catholic
church. Interested? call St. Brigid Church office at 217-645-3444 or email Fr. Scott at pastor@stsbej.org"




