Pastors (etler

March 23, 2025—3rd Sunday of Lent

Dear Church Family,

In our first reading for today, God reveals his name to Moses as, “l am who am,” or “I AM.” There is a whole world of
mystery and meaning to be found in this baffling revelation. God is showing Moses, and us, that he is not one being
among many, but being itself. Unlike created things which do not exist on their own, but come from other things that
cause them, God'’s existence depends only on himself. God is the act of being itself. He is the only, all-powerful,
all-knowing, infinite, and eternal source of everything that is.

Being the creator of everything means that not only did God bring everything into being, but he also keeps everything
in being. Everything continues in existence because God, out of love, wills it to continue. Everything large and small
exists because God holds it in his mind and heart. Always.

Human beings relate to the source of our being in a unique way. As rational beings with free will and immortal souls
we are able to have a personal relationship with God that goes beyond just bare existence. We can return God'’s love,
and when we do, the bond that is created transforms our lives so that we become participants in God’s own life. We
show our love for God by obeying his commands and imitating his Son in his closeness to the Father and his concern
for the poor and the weak.

When we refuse God'’s love by sinning, we cut ourselves off from the flow of God’s grace and we become spiritually
weak or even spiritually dead. But if we turn back to God and away from sin, if we sincerely ask God to forgive us and
help us do better, God will once again pour his life into us and raise us to new life in the Spirit.

It is an astonishing thing to think that we are invited to share in the life of the one who hung the sun, moon, and stars
and keeps the galaxies spinning. May God help us never to let anything come between us and the One Who Is.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

formed

Forming Catholics for /¢fe.

A Bible Study on the

Annunciation

A Bible Study on the Annunciation

In this video, Dr. Ben Akers leads us through a brief study of Luke 1:26-38,
highlighting some of the key Old Testament passages evoked by Gabriel's
words, The reflection concludes with some thoughts on how we can
imitate Mary’s Yes in our own life, especially in this time of suffering.
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