
 

 

Pastor’s  Letter 
September 29, 2024—26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Next month the Synod of Bishops will hold part two of the Synod on Synodality. A synod is the coming together of 
bishops and other leaders in the church to discuss important issues for the church’s life and mission. For this synod, lay 
people were important participants in the discussions. The Diocese of Springfield held a diocesan synod a few years 
ago for the same purpose; to think together about how we can better become missionary disciples. 
 
What is synodality? It is an idea that Pope Francis frequently emphasizes. It refers to the fact that the whole church, 
not just the clergy, is called to active participation in sharing the gospel with the world. This participation includes   
making sure that lay people are involved in real ways in the decision-making and leadership of the church and that    
the expertise and God-given talents of all the baptized are brought to bear on our calling to bring the light of Christ to 
the nations. 
 
In both our first reading and Gospel for today we see that the Holy Spirit is not just given to the official leaders of God’s 
people. When two people in the camp of Israel begin to prophesy Moses says to those who would stop them, “Would 
that all the people of the Lord were prophets.” And in the Gospel when Jesus hears about someone not in his group of 
followers who is working miracles in his name, he says that they shouldn’t stop them. Even the good that is done in the 
world by those who are not believers is to be celebrated and points to the highest good, which is God. Accomplishing 
the work of sharing God’s love requires the contributions of every one of us with our unique combination of strengths, 
abilities, resources, and connections in the world. If we don’t use these blessings in the way that God intends them to 
be used, then they can become curses, as St. James warns us in our second reading. 
 
Next month we will be entering into a Season of Stewardship in which we will re-commit ourselves to our calling as 
missionary disciples to actively participate in the ministry of evangelization, proclaiming the Good News through our 
words and acts of love. May God help all of us to come together as the one body of Christ and live up to that high calling. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Fr. Scott 

Your St. Joseph Parish family wish you a wonderful PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY 
today and everyday. We are so fortunate to have you as our Priest. You 
make us think, ponder, laugh and make us better Christians.  
Thank you for everything you have done in the past years to build our 
faith! We look forward to many more years! 


