Pastors (etler

April 6, 2025—5th Sunday of Lent

Dear Church Family,

The temptation to live in the past is a strong one. Some of us look to
the past as a “golden age.” We remember the old days as so much
better than today and we forget that the old days had their own
challenges and hardships. Focusing only on the good that we
experienced in the past can keep us from seeing the blessings of
today. In our first reading God tells his people, “Remember not the
events of the past, the things of long ago consider not; see, | am doing
something new! Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” We
should be thankful for the good we have received in the past. It gives
us hope for the future. But we can’t live on memories. Time marches
on and if we are not careful we will miss out on all the ways that God
is present in the here and now.

Sometimes we live in the past in exactly the opposite way. Sometimes
we get stuck in the bad memories of the past. We live with guilt
hanging over us for the wrongs we have committed. Living in the
negative experiences of the past is even more harmful than trying to
recapture the “good old days.” Unresolved guilt chokes off the joy of
life. We might think we don’t deserve to be happy. So how do we
resolve our guilt? Certainly not by just denying it. Only by
acknowledging it before God and expressing true sorrow and
remorse, doing penance and, where possible, making reparation will
we make peace with the past so that we can live in the present and
hope for the future. In our second reading, St. Paul recognizes that he
is not perfect. We know he did some pretty bad things in persecuting
the church, but because of his faith in the mercy and forgiveness of
God he is able to say, “Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind but
straining forward to what lies ahead, | continue my pursuit toward
the goal, the prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus.” God has
put Paul’s past behind him just as Jesus did for the woman caught in
adultery in our Gospel lesson.

Jesus can free us from being slaves of the past. The good things we
remember are just an appetizer for the feast of blessing that is to
come for those who live in Christ. The wrong we have done is left
behind when we turn to him for forgiveness. The joy of life is restored
to us in the present and the best is yet to come.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

BTy Uk,

April 17- Holy Thursday
7 PM MASS @ ST. JOSEPH, QUINCY, IL

April 18- Good Friday
7 PM SERVICE @ ST. EDWARD, MENDON, IL

April 19- Holy Saturday
8 PM ERSTER VIGIL - ST. BRIGID, LIBERTY, IL

Stations of the Cross

Please plan to join us for Stations of The Cross
this Lent. Everyone is welcome!

St. Joseph will have stations following Sunday
9 a.m. mass with the PSR classes through
Lent, except March 30. Everyone welcome.
April 13 will be Mary’s Version of the Stations.

St. Brigid stations will follow the 8 a.m. mass
on March 14, 21, & 28 and April 11.

St. Edward stations are Fridays at 7 p.m. If
you would be willing to lead the stations,
please sign up for a time at the back of church.
April 11 @ 5:30 p.m.: Our annual 5-8th grade
Live Stations of the Cross. Please mark your
calendars and come see our students portray
this most Holy Event.




