Pastors Letler

September 22, 2024—25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

Most of our friendships involve a give and take. That’s natural. We are good to others and they are good to us. That’s
the way bonds of community are formed and there is nothing wrong with that. But, as St. Thomas Aquinas taught, the
deepest form of love is willing the good of the other for their own sake. If | really love someone, | don’t calculate what |
might get out of the relationship. | am focused only on what is good for the other person. That kind of love is a rare
and wonderful thing. And that is the kind of love that God calls us to.

In our Gospel reading for today Jesus takes a little child and puts it in the midst of the disciples and says, “Whoever
receives one child such as this in my name receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me, but the One who
sent me.” Why a Child? Because a child has no power or status. There is nothing a child can do to repay an act of
kindness done to it. We don’t expect anything in return.

That’s the way God loves us. There is nothing we could ever do to repay God for the gift of eternal life he offers us in
Christ Jesus. We, like children, come to him with nothing in our hands, nothing that he could possibly need, but he still
gives us his love, heals us of our sin and makes us his own. As his children we, then, are expected and empowered to
go out and love in the same way that we have been loved: unconditionally and with no strings attached. As we wel-
come the poor and the powerless, we welcome Christ. And where Christ is, there is the Father and the kingdom of the
Father’s love. May we live in that kingdom forever.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

Please bring your cell phone to
Mass the weekenif of:
St. Joseph—September 22
St. Edward—September 29

St. Brigid—October 5 & 6

A BIG THANKYOU!

Thank you to all the volunteers, donators, and
people who came to celebrate our Catechists
Reaching milestone years of service this past week at
St. Edward's Fried Chicken Luncheon!

What a wonderful day filled with awesome food
and fellowship!



