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March 16, 2025—2nd Sunday of Lent

Dear Church Family,

In our first reading for today from the book of Genesis we have a rather bizarre scene of sacrifice offered by Abram to
solidify the covenant God has made with him. God has promised him many descendants and a land of his own if he
worships and serves God. God commands Abram to take a heifer, a goat, a ram, a turtledove and a pigeon, split them
in two and lay them out on the ground. Eventually God appears in a vision to Abram and reiterates his promises. An
interesting detail of this event is that while Abram is waiting for God to show up it says that birds of prey tried to get at
the carcasses, but Abram shooed them away. There’s something for us to think about here.

As baptized Christians we have been brought into a covenant relationship with God through Jesus Christ. This
relationship is given to us as a free gift of God’s love, but we have a part to play in maintaining it. Lots of things try to
swoop in and pick away at it. The devil is always trying to snatch us out of God’s hand. Our pride tries to convince us
that we don’t need God. The materialistic skepticism of the age makes us question whether God even exists. When we
see the suffering in the world we may wonder if God cares. We need to defend our faith by staying close to the church
and listening to the answers she gives to these questions. None of them are new and the church has solid responses to
each of them drawn from her wisdom and experience gained through reflection on God’s revelation of himself.
Thankfully the teaching of the church is readily accessible to anyone through the work of many organizations and
authors like Catholic Answers, Word on Fire, the Augustine Institute, Dr. Peter Kreeft, Bishop Robert Barron,

Fr. Mike Schmitz, and dozens of others. Also, if you have questions, don’t be afraid to share them with me. | may not
have all the answers, but | probably can help you figure out where to find them.

And don’t forget to make full use of the graces of the sacraments to strengthen your faith and resist evil, especially the
Eucharist and Confession. These supernatural gifts keep us close to God and enable us stand up to unhealthy influences.
May God help us to watch over our hearts and keep them for him alone.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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Fr. Scott will once again be offering the Journey of Faith class on f%

Mondays at 7 p.m. in the parish hall at St. Brigid’s. This class is for

(]
anyone who would like to learn more about the teachings of the Catholic Rest in Peace
Church. If you are thinking about becoming Catholic, or know someone Please pray for the repose of the souls of
who is, this is the way to do it. If you have been Catholic all your life, but Dan Henry Morrison, Bonita Sparrow,
want to know more about the faith, this class is for you. Have questions?  Kenneth Neisen and Barbara Blickhan who
Great! Come find some answers. Classes will begin on Monday, March 24 died recently. Eternal rest, grant unto
and run through the end of May. Sign up sheets are in the back of church them, O Lord.

so that we can have enough materials for everyone.




