
 

 

Pastor’s  Letter 
February 16, 2025—6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Church Family, 
 
One of the defining characteristics of the time in which we live is a sense of dissatisfaction with the way things are in 
the world. The roots of our frustration go much deeper than any current circumstances we might find ourselves facing, 
as our Scripture readings for today remind us. At base, our problem comes from not knowing who we are, why we are 
here, or where we are going. Without this basic knowledge about ourselves, we don’t know who we can trust to help 
us get where we need to go. Without the proper goals for our lives we will never be happy. And without the right help 
we will never achieve those goals. 
 
St. Paul, in our second reading for today tells us that, “If for this life only we have hoped in Christ we are the most    
pitiable people of all.” If we are only trying to “make it” in this world, according to this world’s standards, we are 
wasting our lives. We were made for a better life, the resurrected life that Jesus now lives, life without pain or sorrow, 
life without end. The world can’t give us this kind of life. We can’t buy it and no human being can give it to us. We can 
only receive it from God when we walk the path of discipleship that Jesus showed us. When we live lives of faith in 
Christ, hope for the future the Father has promised us, and love for God and neighbor that is the mark of the kingdom 
of God, then we will find the peace and joy that comes from having a life that is going somewhere worthwhile. Life 
lived only in pursuit of what this world calls success is just another trip around the hamster wheel. 
 
The restlessness we feel with this present way of things is not just a symptom of life without meaning. It is also a      
motivation to do something different, to give ourselves to something more. That’s why Jesus says that the ones who 
are poor, hungry, weeping and persecuted now are the lucky ones. Our suffering in this life is pushing us to strive for 
something better. It’s a sign to us from God that we deserve more than this. We were made for eternity, and nothing 
less than God is ever going to satisfy us. May we never settle just for what this life has to offer. May all our trust be 
placed in God alone. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Fr. Scott 

Coordinator of Religious Education Needed  
We are in search of a new Coordinator of Religious Education for St. Brigid and St. Joseph parishes.  Duties include    
managing all aspects of our Parish School of Religion and sacramental preparations.  This is a part time paid position.  
For more information contact Fr. Scott at 217-645-3444 or ssnider0528@gmail.com

Journey of Faith 
Fr. Scott will once again be offering the Journey of Faith class on Mondays at 7 p.m. in the parish hall at St. Brigid’s.  
This class is for anyone who would like to learn more about the teachings of the Catholic Church.  If you are thinking 
about becoming Catholic, or know someone who is, this is the way to do it.  If you have been Catholic all your life, but 
want to know more about the faith, this class is for you.  Have questions?  Great!  Come find some answers.  Classes 
will begin on Monday, March 24 and run through the end of May.  Sign up sheets are in the back of church so that we 
can have enough materials for everyone.  


