Pastors (etler

October 27, 2024—30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

In our Gospel reading for today as Jesus is making his way to Jerusalem, he encounters a blind man, Bartimaeus. As
the man clamors for Jesus’ attention, our Lord asks the man a kind of strange question, “What do you want me to do
for you?” | wonder of Bartimaeus thought to himself, “Well, I'm blind. What do you think | want?” but he simply says
to Jesus, “Master, | want to see.” Why would Jesus have to ask what he wanted? It would appear to be obvious.

But Jesus wants to give Bartimaeus the opportunity to speak his deepest desire to the Lord. He listens and waits to be
invited before he begins to work in Bartimaeus’ life. That is how prayer works. We know that God is already aware of
our needs even before we say them, but the whole point of prayer is not just to have God meet our immediate needs.
Prayer is also about entering into conversation with God, developing a relationship. It's more than just a transaction: |
pray and God gives. It's an opportunity for transformation. | don’t just get my problems solved, | become a new per-
son because God has come into my life in a new way.

That’s what happens to Bartimaeus. After he receives his sight Jesus tells him, “Go your way; your faith has saved
you.” But Bartimaeus can’t just go about his business as usual. He asked to see and now he does indeed see, and not
just light and color; his spiritual eyes have been opened as well and he will never be the same. He now follows Jesus
on the way.

Prayer does that to us. It changes more than just our circumstances; it changes us. We are invited to open up to God
about what is most important to us so that we can see everything in a new way, from the perspective of eternity. Our
faith is strengthened, our hope renewed, and our priorities re-ordered. Never be afraid to share your deepest, truest
self with God. Whatever questions you have he can answer. Whatever hurts you hold he can heal. Ask him to help
you see and a whole new world will open up to you.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott

ALL SAINTS' DAY MASS CHANGE

Mass Times:
St. Edward - 8am (First Friday)

St. Edward Mass The Mass of Remembrance will
Sunday, Oct. 27 - 9:30 am be Nov. 2 &3.
Tables will be set up in the ves-
tibules of the churches starting
Oct. 26 for you to bring a
picture of your deceased loved
ones. All are welcome to partici-
pate. Picture pick up will be
Nov. 30/Dec. 1.

Turkey Dinner to
follow Mass




