
February 8, 2026 – 5th Sunday on Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

All three of our readings for today remind us that the Christian faith is more than just a set of ideas that we hold in our 
minds. Our faith is something that involves our whole selves, our heads, our hearts, and our hands. The truths of faith 
that we hold in our heads invite us to engage our hearts in relationship with God and our fellow human beings, which 
leads us to put our hands to use in the service of our neighbor.

In our Gospel reading Jesus tells his disciples, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. 
Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light to all in the 
house. Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” 
The light of Christ that breaks on our minds requires that we let it shine in the world through us. The love of God that 
we have received in our hearts compels us to share love with others. As the prophet Isaiah says in our first reading, 
“Thus says the LORD: Share your bread with the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the homeless; clothe the naked when 
you see them, and do not turn your back on your own. Then your light shall break forth like the dawn.”

Christian faith is not just about thinking and talking about God. It’s not just about feelings either. It’s also about doing.
When we know about God and his desire for communion with us, we are filled with love and gratitude which spills over 
into actions of devotion and praise to him and hospitality and service to other people. And the good effect of our works 
is multiplied by the power of the Spirit for the building up of the kingdom of God. In this we, everything we are and 
everything we have, our heads, our hearts, and our hands, give honor to the One who made us.

Blessings, 

Fr. Scott

Advertise In Our Bulletin
If you are a business owner, please consider 
underwriting the printing of our bulletins by buying an 
advertisement. Our church family would be happy to 
know of a fellow parishioner or friend of our parishes 
whose business we can support. Information on how
to buy an ad is on the back of the bulletin. If you know 
of a business owner who might be interested in 
advertising with us, please let us know. If we can get 
30 advertisers our bulletins will be printed at no 
charge to our parishes. Thank you for your support. 

Bulletin Deadline
All information must be submitted by noon on Tuesday. 

Submit to:    church@stsbej.org

Victims Assistance & Child Abuse 
Reporting 

To report Child Sexual Abuse by Church Personnel or to 
inquire about the Safe Environment Program in the 
Diocese of Springfield in Illinois, please call 217-321-1155.

QCES Mass Attendance Cards
Mass attendance cards are available at the back of church.


