Pastors (etler

July 13, 2025—15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

When we think of being a missionary, we often think of traveling to far off places among people of different cultures,
but our readings from Sacred Scripture today remind us that our mission field is actually wherever we find ourselves;
in our homes, or going about our daily business.

In our reading from Deuteronomy, Moses tells the people that God’s law is not far away from them but has come up
close, it’s in their midst and it is to be lived out right where they are. When we read the Ten Commandments, we see
that God’s law is all about relationships. First, it’s about our relationship with God. God has made a covenant with his
people; he has come close to us and he tells us how to stay close to him by worshipping him and him alone. Second,
God'’s law calls us to imitate him by loving those close to us, maintaining healthy relationships with our families, our
communities, and all our fellow human beings. These relationships are at the heart of God’s will for us. They are both
blessings in themselves and how we gain eternal life. But we know that our relationships are not always what they
should be.

Jesus came from heaven to repair our relationships with God and our neighbor which had been broken by sin which
makes us turn away from God and away from our neighbor and focus only on ourselves. As St. Paul says in our reading
from his letter to the Colossians, “Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God.” When we look at Jesus, we see God
standing with us. He invites us to get outside ourselves again and find our best selves by giving our lives away in service
and love.

Do you want to get to heaven? The path runs right past your front door. Love God, who has come close in Jesus Christ
to offer you his love. Love the person right in front of you, wherever God leads you, whether it’s some far-flung mis-
sionary outpost or in line at the grocery store. As Jesus tells the scholar who questions him in our Gospel reading, be a
good neighbor to all and you will inherit eternal life.

Blessings,
Fr. Scott
formed

Women’s Cursillo Weekend e

There will be a men's Cursillo weekend on July 17-20
at the Quincy University Retreat Center. It is an oppor-
tunity to renew and refresh your faith and to broaden
your appreciation of our church. The weekend begins
on Thursday evening and continues with fellowship,
good food, singing, worship, prayer and meditation
through Sunday afternoon. If you would like to take
advantage of this opportunity to help you grow and
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moving documentary. In particular, the film highlights her ultimate act of
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