Pastors Letler

October 12, 2025—28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Dear Church Family,

In both our first reading and Gospel we hear stories of the healing of lepers. Leprosy in the ancient world not only
caused terrible physical suffering, it also inflicted social and spiritual suffering as well.

Lepers were forced to live on the outside of society. They could not enter towns and whenever people approached
them they were compelled to keep their distance and warn others about their condition by crying out, “Unclean!
Unclean!” or even to wear little bells sown into their clothing. Imagine the feeling of isolation and rejection these poor
people must have felt.

In addition, lepers could not participate in the worship life of Israel. Obviously, if they couldn’t be around crowds, they
couldn’t go to the synagogue or temple, which were the centers of religious life for jews. According to the prevailing
attitudes their illness might even be seen by some as signs of their sinfulness. They were sick, they were alone, and
they were, at least in the minds of some, abandoned by God.

But our readings today show us that no one is beyond the healing, cleansing reach of God. Naaman the Syrian and the
grateful Samaritan are healed. They are brought back into human society. Their lives are given back to them. And even
though they are not part of the chosen people of Israel, they are brought into the worshipping community of believers.

These stories beautifully illustrate the way that God is working in the world to bring those on the outside into the
circle of his love. God heals whatever it is that separates us from him and our fellow human beings and he brings the
outcast home. As St. Paul says in our second reading, the word of God is not chained. It is not bound by fear of the
stranger or of the one others might call “unclean.” The stranger is welcomed as family and the unclean is washed in
living water. May the unchained word of God be always in our hearts and on our lips, bringing hope to those who feel
alone or abandoned.

Blessings,

Fr. Scott
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